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The West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources, Bureau for Public Health (BPH) continues to 
respond to the occurrence of novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in West Virginia. BPH is advising WV residents 
to follow CDC recommendations for wearing cloth face coverings in public settings where other social distancing 
measures may be difficult to maintain, especially in areas of significant community-based transmission.   
 
The use of simple cloth face coverings can potentially slow the spread of COVID-19 by helping people who may have 
the virus and not know it from transmitting it to others. Cloth face coverings fashioned from household items or 
made at home from common materials at low cost serve as an additional public health measure. It is important to 
note that face coverings do not replace the need to practice social distancing, to avoid touching your face, or to 
practice hand hygiene or environmental cleaning. 
 
Cloth face coverings should not be placed on young children under age 2, anyone who has trouble breathing, is 
unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance. The cloth face coverings 
recommended are not surgical masks or N-95 respirators, which should continue to be reserved for healthcare 
workers and some first responders who are at much greater risk. 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
Videos: 
How to Make Your Own 
Face Covering 
 
Using a Shop Towel to Make 
a Face Mask 
 
Guidance: 
Protective Guidance for 
Non-Healthcare Settings  
 
Use of Cloth Face Coverings 
to Help Slow the Spread of 
COVID-19 
 

Questions and concerns 

can also be directed to the 

24/7, toll-free COVID-19 

information hotline: 

1-800-887-4304 

https://www.facebook.com/wv.dhhr/
https://twitter.com/WV_DHHR
https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPx1yqvJgf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPx1yqvJgf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odhdYwSBlW0&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odhdYwSBlW0&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop
https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Documents/PPE-guidance-for-non-healthcare-settings.pdf
https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Documents/PPE-guidance-for-non-healthcare-settings.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html

